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Adams
AFFORDABLE

FURNITURE

Clean, Used
Home Furnishings

& Decorating  
Accessories

Pick Up and  
Delivery Services 

Available

125 Old Homestead Hwy.
Swanzey, NH

Hours: Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday • 10-4

357-1926

OPEN 7 OPEN 7 

DAYS!DAYS!

93 Park Avenue, Keene

603-352-4334603-352-4334
www.andysoak.com

Celebrating 43 years this year!

Your Beautiful 
Home Starts at

ANDY’S FURNITURE!ANDY’S FURNITURE!

BAGSTERBAGSTER
AUTOAUTO

Just 10 minutes south of Keene on Route 10!

577 Keene Rd., Winchester • bagsterautollc@gmail.com

603-392-0213

Auto Mechanics • Rust Repair 
Bodywork • Auto Restoration

Oil Undercoating • State Inspections

123 Ryan Road, Dummerston, VT
802-579-4477 Cell • 802-251-0900 VT • 603-363-8800 NH
Email janet@championoverheaddoor.com

Garage Doors & Openers • Sales • Service
Residential & Commercial 

Keene’s Best 2021 Winner!

Roofing • New Construction
Remodels • Decks • Siding • Windows

Exterior Carpentry Installs & Repairs

Elevated Home Services

Free Estimates Fully Insured

603-852-4872

37 Roxbury St. Keene, NH
GreenEnergyOptions.com

603-358-3444

Federal Tax Credits Available

A Trusted Partner for All Your Renewable Energy Needs

HEAT ING SERV ICES  HEAT ING SERV ICES  LLC

Bringing comfort to your family and home.

• Schedule a heating system check-up 

• Change the air filter in your furnace

• Make sure your vents are unobstructed

• Keep furniture away from radiators

MAXIMIZE YOUR FUEL MAXIMIZE YOUR FUEL 

DOLLARS THIS WINTER!DOLLARS THIS WINTER!

32 Roxbury St., Marlborough, NH

603-352-6900
www.garyjacksonheatingservices.com

COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE SERVICE

DON’T LAUGH,
EVERYBODY POOPS!
Brian Stone    (603) 354-3391

 30 MILE RADIUS FROM KEENE

brian@stonesseptic.com

WE STRIVE TO BE #1

EVERYBODY POOPS!
Brian Stone    (603) 354-3391

 30 MILE RADIUS FROM KEENE

brian@stonesseptic.com

WE STRIVE TO BE #1
IN THE #2 BUSINESS!

DON’T LAUGH,
EVERYBODY POOPS!

COMPLETE  MAINTENANCE 

SERVICE TO MEET

YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS.

GOLD

Readers’ Choice Awards
2023

SEPTIC SERVICE

KEENE MONUMENT

COMPANY
“We make memories last”

We are the leader in stone 
products and specialty lettering.
Visit the area’s largest display of 

monuments and memorials.

Bronze Plaques, Granite Mailbox Posts, Steps, Benches & More!Bronze Plaques, Granite Mailbox Posts, Steps, Benches & More!

555 Main St. • Keene • 603-352-7221 • Fax 352-0309555 Main St. • Keene • 603-352-7221 • Fax 352-0309
Local Family Owned • www.keenemonument.comLocal Family Owned • www.keenemonument.com

“MAKING HOUSE CALLS SINCE 1979”

Greg Walsh
603-903-3069 call or text

CASH PAID
For gold & silver jewelry, 

coins, watches, sterling silver 

items, stamp collections,  

military medals, objects  

of value.

Read the MSN online: www.shoppernews.com

Green
Monadnock

with Kim Peavey

Recently we farmers hosted a birding event. We 
prepared by reading our bird notebook, with its 20 
years of birds we’ve identified here on the farm. Plus 
there are records of early frosts, and July hail, and 
lots of animal sightings.

“Remember the loon flying overhead?” we said. 
“Remember the bobcat? Remember the first time 
we saw the pileated woodpecker? Remember the 
bear, and the moose? Remember the yellow-rumped 
myrtle warbler by the pond?” 

We are amateur birders at best, but we had a 
pretty good list to read to our visitors, in case there 
weren’t any real birds out and about at the end of 
January. Plus we had our mammal and amphibian 
lists: even more diversion for birders not seeing birds.

The event, sponsored by the Cheshire and Wind-
ham County Conservation Districts, attracted a good 
group. We had the farmers, the conservationists, and 
experienced and brand-new birders, coming from 
Vermont and New Hampshire.

Now birders are a pleasant, interested, interesting 
people. Individually, they are eager to tell you their 
birding stories and to listen to your farm stories. 
Collectively, they are a bit more peculiar. 

But we had been warned: In the middle of the 
most fascinating remarks on small sustainable farm-
ing and its wonderful effects on bird populations 
and diversity, suddenly one birder would point at 
the sky, and the whole group would swing up their 
binoculars and turn as one to gaze at a tiny flying 
speck. Then there would be a long pregnant pause, 
followed by a spirited discussion of the speck. Then 
the crowd would turn smiling back to the farmer or 
conservationist that had been mid-speech.

A Pleasant, Peculiar People
There was only one point during the tour that there 

were no arms pointing or binoculars lifted. That was 
when we visited four really big birds in the barnyard: 
four draft horses, two of which ambled over for pet-
ting, and two of which kept eating their morning hay.

After we talked about our nice horses and our nice 
heavy use protection area grant in the barnyard, we 
went on to the garden. Suddenly the birders were all 
a-twitter! There were red crossbills, calling and flying! 
The farmers were all a-twitter too: We had never seen 
or knowingly heard a crossbill on our farm!

There was an evening grosbeak on top of a pine 
tree, a beautiful golden bird that sometimes visits 
our bird feeder, and who was a first for some of the 
birders. There were two red-tailed hawks. There were 
purple finches, New Hampshire’s state bird. By then, 
some of the birders were in bird-list bliss.

At each stopping point we farmers told a bird 
story: The red-tailed hawk that had gotten caught 
in our former mesh garden fence, and how glad we 
were to set it free, and how glad we were for another 
conservation grant that allowed us to put up a metal 
fence that didn’t catch birds. All the birders nodded 
happily. 

We talked about how birds benefit from the farm’s 
crop diversity, mulch, cover-crops, and low-till ag-
riculture. We mentioned the tree swallows’ lovely 
liquid call as they swoop around our garden catching 
bugs. We pointed to all the wild, bird-friendly edges 
of the garden. 

We went on to the pond, the mushroom yard, and 
the fields, where the birders showed their mammal 
mettle by identifying possum, rabbit, and deer tracks. 
We talked about pasture conservation projects, and 
one birder said maybe we could see flocks of nightjars 
migrating if we stood on the edge of our biggest field 
at dusk in September. 

We liked that idea, especially since the only 
nightjar we’ve heard on our farm was identified by 
a visitor. We’re not even sure that hearing a bird 
counts for your bird list, but as I say, we are amateur 
birders, so we’ll take everything we can get. That day 
we got 18 different species, and we got a nice bunch 
of birders on a warmish day in January, loving birds 
and loving farms.

Kim Peavey farms and writes from southwestern 
New Hampshire. She and her family, as well as 
two teams of draft horses, grow vegetables bio-
dynamically for 100 local families through a CSA 
garden. See www.hillsidespringsfarm.com for more 
information on the horse- and hand-powered farm, 
CSA garden, or Kim’s writing.


